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PUBLIC AUDIT AND POST-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

AGENDA

13th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5)

Thursday 25 June 2020

The Committee will meet at 11.00 am in a virtual meeting broadcast on
www.scottishparliament.uk.

1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether to
take item 4 in private.

2. The impact on Covid-19 on Audit Scotland's work: The Committee will take
evidence from—

Caroline Gardner, Auditor General for Scotland.

3. Key audit themes: The  Committee  will  take  evidence  on  the  key  themes
arising during her term in office from—

Caroline Gardner, Auditor General for Scotland.

4. The impact of Covid-19 on Audit Scotland's work: The  Committee  will
consider the evidence heard at agenda item 2 and take further evidence from—

Caroline Gardner, Auditor General for Scotland.

Lucy Scharbert
Clerk to the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee

Room T3.40  The Scottish Parliament  Edinburgh
Tel: 0131 348 5390

Email: papls.committee@parliament.scot



PAPLS/S5/20/13/A

The papers for this meeting are as follows—
 
Agenda Item 2  

Note by the Clerk PAPLS/S5/20/13/1

PRIVATE PAPER PAPLS/S5/20/13/2
(P)

Agenda Item 3  

PRIVATE PAPER PAPLS/S5/20/13/3
(P)
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Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee 

13th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Thursday 25 June 2020 

The impact of Covid-19 on Audit Scotland’s work 

Introduction 

1. At its meeting on 19 March, the Committee took evidence from the Auditor General
for Scotland to obtain her initial views on the impact of Covid-19 on Audit Scotland’s
work programme. The Committee held a further session with the Auditor General
at its meeting on 5 May. At the same time, Audit Scotland published a document,
Covid-19: what it means for public audit in Scotland, which is attached in the
Annexe. The document sets out: 

• Audit Scotland’s approach, including context, principles, financial audit,
performance audit and resourcing;

• an overview of its future Covid-19 audit work, which comprises three
phases.

2. The purpose of the session today is to receive a further update from the Auditor
General.

Clerks to the Committee 
 22 June 2020 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12593&mode=pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12625&mode=pdf
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2020/briefing_COVID_impact_on_public_audit.pdf
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Our approach

Context
• Public bodies are under exceptional pressure as they manage the impact of

the pandemic.

• Guidance and deadlines for financial reporting have been amended to reflect this.

• It will be some time before we fully understand the impact on public services
and finances.

Audit Scotland’s principles
• Our approach to audit will be flexible, pragmatic and consistent.

• Sound financial management and effective governance are more important
than ever.

• Audit has a key role in providing assurance and aiding scrutiny during these
difficult circumstances, and we will prioritise quality and independence.

• Our work needs to reflect the impact of COVID-19 on public services but also
maintain a focus on the other key challenges facing Scotland’s public sector.

• We will safeguard the health and wellbeing of our colleagues at all times.

Financial audit
• To reflect the pressure on public bodies, the deadlines for preparing accounts

for public bodies are being extended. These changes will impact on timings
for audit work and reporting.

• Standard-setters are allowing bodies to streamline the information they
provide in performance and accountability reports, but financial statements
remain unchanged.

• There is considerable uncertainty and volatility in individual bodies’ capacity for
reporting and engaging with audit.

• Governance will be a key focus, including the new arrangements put in place
by public bodies in response to COVID-19.

• We will work with colleagues, including contracted audit firms, to promote
consistency of judgement on complex issues.

• We will maintain audit quality while being flexible about timelines.
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Performance audit
• The majority of performance audit work has been paused as we review our

work programme and our capacity.

• Those audits that were either completed or very close to completion are being
published.

• Others are being reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

• We are reviewing our forward work programme to reflect the new risks and
challenges public bodies face.

Resourcing
• We will need to be flexible with our resources to manage the changing

timescales and priorities.

• We will seek to mitigate the impact of remote working on our audits.

• The Auditor General for Scotland and the Accounts Commission are
considering extending the current audit appointments by a year.
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Future COVID-19 
audit work

Overview

Audit Scotland is committed to helping Parliament and the public understand how 
public money has been used during this crisis and ensure lessons are learned for 
the future. 

The complex and dynamic nature of the COVID-19 crisis means we will need to 
take a phased approach. 

    Phase 1 (short term)

• Briefing the Scottish Parliament on emerging audit risks linked to the public sector response
to COVID-19.

• Considering what this means for our future work programme and the work of the
Parliament’s Public Audit and Post-Legislative Scrutiny Committee (PAPLS).

    Phase 2 (medium term)

• Developing the work programme to consider the impact of COVID-19 on:

– specific sectors (eg, NHS, further and higher education, justice, local government)

– policy commitments (eg, early learning and childcare expansion, addressing child poverty)

– thematic issues raised by COVID-19 (eg, the impact on Scotland’s public finances, fraud
risk management, inequalities).

    Phase 3 (longer term)

• Identifying lessons that can be learnt from the public sector’s response.

• Assessing the outcomes achieved from key Scottish Government spending and programmes
related to COVID-19.

• Aligning our work programme with the Scottish Government’s work to rebuild Scotland’s
economy, remove inequality and advance wellbeing.
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COVID-19
What it means for public audit in Scotland

This report is available in PDF and RTF formats, 
along with a podcast summary at:  
www.audit-scotland.gov.uk 

If you require this publication in an alternative 
format and/or language, please contact us to  
discuss your needs: 0131 625 1500  
or info@audit-scotland.gov.uk 

For the latest news, reports 
and updates, follow us on:

Audit Scotland, 4th Floor, 102 West Port, Edinburgh EH3 9DN
T: 0131 625 1500  E: info@audit-scotland.gov.uk 
www.audit-scotland.gov.uk 

http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/
mailto:info%40audit-scotland.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/
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